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DRAKE

Peachtree City
GLOSSARY OF IRISH DANCE TERMS
ADCRG:
Certified Adjudicator – Member of The Irish Dancing Commission in Dublin – Highest qualification in Irish Dancing

CEILI:
Ceili dancing was derived from a group of set dances, set to Irish music. They appear to have evolved with the help of the Irish Dance masters, many from County Kerry. Ceili dances have been standardized, after having been recorded through the 1930’s, discovered in places like Armagh – being only known to a group of elderly men and women. (Trip to the Cottage – the name of the dance discovered). 
Luckily many ceili dances were recorded before they were lost in history. Ceili dancing can also be referred to as figure dancing, or team dancing. A ceili is a gathering for music and dance. 

FEIS:
(Pronounced ‘FESH’) is a festival that includes ceili and solo step dancing, and some other form of Irish culture, such as crafts, music, poetry or soda bread. The plural is feiseanna.

SOFT SHOES: Also known as light shoes or gillies. These are the name of the standard shoe worn by female dancers. They are distinctive in appearance, lacing up from near the top of the toe and around the ankle. Soft Shoes are used for all the light shoe dances such as the reel, slip jig, light jig and single jig. They are also worn by the female dancers for ceili dancing.

HARD SHOES: Also known as heavy shoes or jig shoes. These shoes consist of fiberglass, plastic and rarely steel tips and heels. The tips and heels are used to make the rhythmic drumming sound when dancing jigs, hornpipes, set dances and treble reels. 
Irish Dancing is primarily recognized through hard shoes due to the professional shows such as Riverdance and Lord of the Dance. Dances with hard shoes are more difficult to perform and this are reserved for later when the dancer has gained the basic steps in soft shoe.
HORNPIPE:
It was originally dances exclusively by males in hard shoe, but now both males and females compete in this dance. The hornpipe is in 4/4 timing, similar to a very slow reel with accents on the first and third beat. The speed of the dance at competition allows for many intricate dance elements in a short amount of time.

IDTANA:
Irish Dance Teachers Association of North America. The Irish Dancing Teachers Association of North America was born in March, 1964 when Mae Butler, Fedelmia Davis, Kevin McKenna, Cyril McNiff and Anna O’Sullivan met at the Irish Institute in New York City.  They came together with the goal of assuring teacher and adjudicator competency, as well as standardizing the ever growing number of feisanna throughout North America.  Since that small beginning, through the efforts of many dedicated Irish Dance Teachers, the IDTANA has grown to over 500 members, and now oversees seven regional branches: Mid Atlantic (Eastern), Mid America, Western, Eastern Canadian, Western Canadian, New England and Southern.
The IDTANA operates under the The Irish Dancing Commission in Dublin. All members of the IDTANA are registered as a TMRF, TCRG or ADCRG by the Commission.  
JIG:
There are many references to the jig in ancient Ireland. An number of variations of the jig are performed including the light, single, double, slip and treble. The music is 6/8 timing – the emphasis is on beat number one. Slip Jigs are in 9/8 time. Dancers perform single, light, slip and double jigs in soft shoes. The treble jig has a slower tempo, but dancers perform much faster with more intricate movements in the hard shoes. Normally, only females perform the Slip Jig.

OIREACHTAS: (Pronounces o-ROCK-tis) is a qualifying competition. In North America, they are arranged by regions, having begun in 1976. Competition is by age category and gender, but there is no separation of skill levels. Dancers placing highly, qualify for the National Championships and the World Championships in Ireland (Oireachtas Rince na Cruinne). A North American championship began in 1969. Location vary from year to year. (Plural – Oireachtasai)

SET DANCE: There are two types – traditional set dances, and own choice set dances. The traditional set dances are specific dances done to specific music with pre-choreographed steps. Own choice set dances are done to specific music, but are open to the individual teachers choreography.

TCRG:
(Certified Instructor)
TMRF:
Certified Ceili Instructor – may only enter students in teams in registered competitions. May not enter students in any solo sections.

